who had been brought up in an atmosphere of chivalry, were knighted on the field of battle. simply to know the country beyond C. Bojador, then the limit of Europe's knowledge of the north-west African coast; to bring back articles of trade, and generally to in? crease commerce; to reconnoitre the strength of the Moors; to search for Christian princes who would serve as allies in the war against the Moors; and lastly and incidentally to increase the Christian faith. Maritime expansion began with the rediscovery of Porto Santo in 1419 (when two of Henry's squires raiding Moorish shipping were blown off course) and of Madeira in 1420. These islands were occupied primarily to forestall the Castilians; but the colonization of Madeira soon provided economic returns from timber and sugar; and voyages there and back added to knowledge of the winds.
Attempts to round Bojador began in 1422. Magalhaes Godinho suggests that the main reason for the lack of immediate success was that piracy against Moorish vessels was more remunerative (Godinho 1956 , I, 242). Professor Taylor has stressed that the difficulty was not so much in rounding Bojador as in returning against the prevailing northerly and north-easterly winds and currents. The redis? covery in 1427, however, of the Acores, which lay in the region of variable winds, provided the key to the problem, and before long vessels returning from the African coast were heading out into the Atlantic, before taking advantage of winds which, in the winter, were often from the south and south-west (Taylor, 1956, p. 159). Some Portuguese writers insist that these voyages to and from Madeira and the Acores postulate astronomical navigation by this time (Fontoura da Costa, 1960, p. 35); but there is no evidence of this, and mariners appear to have had no other aids than their compasses, and rhumb-lined charts; nor was magnetic variation yet understood.
In To supplement his numerous direct revenues, he was given several monopolies, including one of tunny fishing in the Algarve. He also received 20 per cent., or the remission ofthe 20 per cent. due to the King, on all goods imported from beyond Bojador. These goods were landed almost exclusively at Lagos, and it was at Lagos more often than not, or in nearby Raposeira, that he used to reside, the better to direct his exploring and commercial enterprises. Since he was a man of action himself, men flocked round him, and he listened eagerly to their reports of discovery and achievement.
Being a man of means, he could induce men, including foreigners such as Jafuda Cresques, the cartographer, to serve him. That he maintained a school of navigation is a myth; but there was constant inf ormal exchange of knowledge in the house ofthe patron, Henry, wherever he might be.
There is no evidence that Henry ever lived on C. Sagres, except perhaps for the last few weeks of his life, and even that is problematical.
It is true that in 1443 Pedro The discovery of the sea route to India, with all that implied both to Europe and the East, was the culmination of the nautical effort started by Henry the Navigator.
Though we do not accept that he himself had India in mind as a goal, the policy that he helped conceive and execute led inevitably to the Portuguese discovery of western, southern and eastern Africa, the Indian Ocean and India. In was an amazing achievement, especially considering that the population of Portugal through the fifteenth century numbered scarcely a million. Tonight we pay tribute not only to Henry, but to Portugal and the Portuguese.
